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MANIFESTATION DETERMINATION (AS APPROPRIATE)

Complete this page when determining whether a student’s behavior that resulted in disciplinary action was a manifestation of his/
her disability. The manifestation determination review is to be a careful and thorough consideration of any rare or extraordinary 
circumstances. It is required within ten (10) school days of any decision to change the placement of an eligible child because of a 
violation of a code of student conduct.

Disability  Identify the student’s disability.

Incidents That Resulted in Disciplinary 
Action

This section should include a description of the student’s behavior that resulted in 
the need for a manifestation determination.

Student’s IEP and Placement Documentation should include a review of all relevant information in the child’s file, 
including the child’s IEP. If the IEP was not implemented, the team should document 
why it was not implemented and whether the failure to implement impacted the 
student’s behavior.

Observations of the Student Documentation should include a review of staff observations regarding the student’s 
behavior. This should include an analysis of the child’s behavior across settings and 
times throughout the school day.

Information Provided by the Parents Documentation should include a review of any relevant information provided by the 
parents.

Determination of Manifestation This determination should be based upon two inquiries:
1. was the conduct caused by, or did it have a direct and substantial relationship 

to the child’s disability? OR
2. was the conduct the direct result  of  the  LEA’s  failure  to  implement the child’s 

IEP?

If the team determines that the behavior WAS NOT a manifestation of the student’s 
disability, relevant disciplinary procedures may be applied in the same manner in 
which they are applied to students without disabilities. However, the student still 
retains the right to a free, appropriate public education.

If the team determines that the behavior WAS a manifestation of the student’s 
disability, it must take immediate steps to ensure that all services in the child’s IEP 
are provided. In addition, the following actions must be implemented:
• The IEP team must conduct a functional behavioral assessment, unless the 

LEA has already completed one, and implement a behavioral intervention plan;
• If a behavioral intervention plan was already developed, review it and modify it, 

as necessary to address the behavior;
• Return the child to the placement from which the child was removed, unless the 

LEA and parent agree to a change in placement.


